The Anglican Parish of
St. Peter and St. Paul

February 15t 2026
Home Church Connections Service

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
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(“A Sailing Boat in a Fresh Breeze off Cowes”; George Chambers, Sr., 1834, commons.wikimedia.org, public domain)

“Nourishing faith and community”
Words of Welcome




The Gathering of the Community

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Let us pray,

Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal
of our lives make known your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8




A reading from the book of Micah.

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before
the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you
mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring
foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his
people, and he will contend with Israel.

‘O my people, what have I done to you? In what way have |
wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of
Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what
King Balak of Moab devised, what Malaam son of Beor answered
him, and what happened from SHittim to Gilgal, that you may know
the saving acts of the Lord.’

‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of
rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to to justice, and to love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?
Hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15



O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?

Those who walk blamelessly, and do what 1s right,
and speak the truth from their heart;

who do not slander with their tongue,

and do no evil to their friends,

nor take up a reproach against their neighbours;
in whose eyes the wicked are despised,

but who honour those who fear the Lord;

who stand by their oath even to their hurt;

who do not lend money at interest,

and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For
it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe.
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to the Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is




wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that
are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might
boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’

Hear what the Spirit 1s saying.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-12

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and

after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speatk,
and taught them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for their is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.



‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.’

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon: The Rev Gail Rodger
Announcements

Hear O Israel

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength. This is the first and the great
commandment.

The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. There is
no commandment greater than these.

Pravers of Intercession and Thanksgiving
Pravers of the People
Confession and Absolution




(Evangelical Lutheran Worship Communion setting 6 prayer of confession 2 p388)
Dear friends in Christ, let us confess our sin, in the presence of God

and of one another. (Silence is kept)

Gracious God,

Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to

do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Doxology

Glory to God,

whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and
in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The blessing of the Holy Trinity; the loving Creator, who is the
source of all being, of Jesus Christ who is the love incarnate in the
world, and the ever present Holy Spirit, hold you, surround you and
remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal
Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Weekly Cycles of Prayer

We pray for the The Anglican Church of South America; for Shane Parker,
our Primate; for Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Archbishop; for
Diocese of Ontario, Bishop William Cliff; for our own bishop, Anna
Greenwood-Lee, and for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.

In our region, we pray for The Abbey Church, The Rev. Matthew W.
Humphrey

In our parish we pray for:

Doreen Peets, Mavis Pillar, Brial Poulsen, Don and The Rev. Gail Rodger,
Peter Saunders, Lynn Scott, Andrew Sebo, Pat Sielitz, Jean Smith,
Rosemary Smith, Roland Stacey, Nathaniel Sukhdeo and Ann Desgagne and
Eloise Sukhdeo, and Lawrence Surges and and Hilary Mackey.

In our community we pray for St. John the Divine Food Bank.
For the month of February, we pray for gifts of leadership in music.
If you are visiting St. Peter and St. Paul, welcome!

We welcome saints, seekers and sinners as we live into a life in Christ, learning about
and from one another as we worship God together. Christ binds us together in love
through our diversity. If you are comfortable, please give us your name and address so
we can add you to our weekly prayer list. We are looking forward to getting to know
you better.



Territorial Acknowledgement

We worship on the traditional lands of the Esquimalt, Songhees and
other Nations of the Salish and Coast Salish Peoples. We, who came
from many lands to join the line of those worshipping here, commit
our Church to continue the journey of truth and reconciliation with
our First Nations’ neighbours.
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