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THE COMMUNITY GATHERS BEFORE GOD 

Prelude 

 
Words of Welcome 
 
Gathering 
In this time and from many places we gather on the ancestral lands 
the Lək̓ʷəŋən speaking people, of our Esquimalt, Songhees and Coast 
Salish First Nation companions. 
From many places and peoples we come to pray. 
 
In this time and from many places we gather in the name of the 
living God. 
We meet in the presence of Jesus Christ, risen and alive. 
 
In this time and within this virtual space we gather with the 
community of faith around the globe and across the ages. 
In this time and space heaven and earth are one. 
 
In this time and wherever we are, we are not alone, but one in Christ. 
Knit together in the unity of the Spirit. 
 
In this time and in all places, we are hallowed, expectant, one people 
in God. 
In the name of the Holy and Blessed One, Creator, Redeemer 
and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Let us pray,  
Almighty God, your Son has opened for us a new and living way into 

your presence. Give us pure hearts and constant wills to worship you 

in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 



reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED 
 
First Reading: Hosea 11:1-11 

A reading from the Book of Hosea. 

  

When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my 
son.  The more I called them, the more they went from me;  they kept 
sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to idols.  

  

Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms;  
but they did not know that I healed them.  I led them with cords of 
human kindness, with bands of love.  I was to them like those who lift 
infants to their cheeks.  I bent down to them and fed them.   

  

They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their 
king, because they have refused to return to me.  The sword rages in 
their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and devours because of 
their schemes. My people are bent on turning away from me.  To the 
Most High they call, but he does not raise them up at all.   

  

How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I hand you over, O 
Israel?  How can I make you like Admah?  How can I treat you like 
Zeboiim?  My heart recoils within me;  my compassion grows warm 
and tender.  I will not execute my fierce anger;  I will not again 
destroy Ephraim;  for I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your 
midst, and I will not come in wrath.   

  

They shall go after the Lord, who roars like a lion;  when he roars, 

his children shall come trembling from the west.  They shall come 



trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of 

Assyria;  and I will return them to their homes, says the Lord. 

  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

  
Psalm 107 

  

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

    those he redeemed from trouble 

and gathered in from the lands, 

    from the east and from the west, 

    from the north and from the south. 
  

Some wandered in desert wastes, 

    finding no way to an inhabited town; 

hungry and thirsty, 

    their soul fainted within them. 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

    and he delivered them from their distress; 

he led them by a straight way, 

    until they reached an inhabited town. 

Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 

    for his wonderful works to humankind. 

For he satisfies the thirsty, 

    and the hungry he fills with good things. 

Let those who are wise give heed to these things, 

    and consider the steadfast love of the Lord. 
  



Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians. 

  

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 
with him in glory.  

  

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On 
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 
disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you 
were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your 
mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off 
the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the 
image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and 
free; but Christ is all and in all! 

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading: Luke 12:13-21 

  

God be with you.  

And also with you. 

  



The Good News of Jesus according to Luke 

Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ.  

  

Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me.’ But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set 
me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’ And he said to them, ‘Take 
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ Then he told them a 
parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he 
thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store 
my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns 
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, 
“You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with 
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards 
God.’ 

  

The Gospel of Christ 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Sermon The Rev. Gail Rodger 
 
Announcements 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 
  
Prayers of the People 

 
Prayers of Confession and Assurance  



Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love, infinite in mercy, and 
welcoming of sinners.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
  
Holy and gracious One: forgive our sins.   
The ones we can remember, and those we have forgotten.   
Forgive the wrong actions we have committed, and the right 
actions we have avoided.   
Forgive the times we have been weak, unkind or judgmental 
and failed to live out your kingdom call to justice and love.   
Forgive the lies we have told, the truths we have avoided and  
the pain we have caused others.   
Creator of all, have mercy on us, and make us whole.   

(Early Irish (adapted from A Celtic Primer p. 95) ) 

  
May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom 
that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, open our eyes to 
God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of 
his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.     

(from New Patterns for Worship Church of England)  

   
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you!  
 
At peace with one another united as one we declare: 
  
We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty.  
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ, his Son.  
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.  
We believe and trust in the Three in One.   

(from Creating Uncommon Worship by Richard Giles)  

 



The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Doxology 
Glory to God, whose power working in us, can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God, from generation to 
generation, In the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Dismissal 
Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit  
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  

 
Weekly Cycles of Prayer   

 
We pray for the Anglican Church of the Congo; for our new Primate the 
Right Reverend Shane Parker; for Chris Harper, the National Indigenous 
Archbishop; for Diocese of Quebec, Bishop Bruce Myers; and for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.   
  
In our diocese, we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna Greenwood-
Lee and in our region, we pray for local members of the Sisterhood of Saint 
John the Divine;  the Franciscan Order and the Benedictine Order 
  
In our parish we pray for: Ann Walker, Rosemary Wallace, Adora and Bob 
Waters, Sharon Wickware, and Max Wideman.  



  
In our community we pray for St. John the Divine Food Bank and those 
whose illness is addiction in our society.   
For the month of August we give thanks for those who do the building 
maintenance and repair Ministry. 
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