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Home Church Connections
Fifth Sunday in Lent

“Nourishing Faith and Community”



Words of Welcome
The Gathering of the Community

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Almighty God,

unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee,
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one
Lord; and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our
hearts, we beseech thee.

Let us pray,

Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ, you created humanity anew. May the power of his victorious
cross transform those who turn in faith to him who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word



Reading One: Isaiah 43:16-21

A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the
mighty waters, who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like
a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of
old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it?

| will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The
wild animals will honour me, the jackals and the ostriches; for | give
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, the people whom I formed
for myself so that they might declare my praise.

Here ends the reading.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126
A Song of Ascents.

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;

then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.’

The Lord has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.



Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.

Reading Two: Philippians 3:4-14

A reading from the Epistle to the Philippians

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have
more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains I had, these | have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. More than that, | regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.

For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard
them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
based on faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him
In his death, if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.



Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but
this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, | press on towards the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Here ends the reading.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: John 12:1-8

The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory be to thee O Lord.

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home
of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a
dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the
table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to
betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred
denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because
he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said,
‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day



of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not
always have me.’

The Gospel of Christ
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon: The Rev. Gail Rodger
Announcements

Prayer for our tithes and offering

Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel, for ever and ever. All that is in
the heaven and in the earth is thine.

All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.
Amen.

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible:

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of the Father before all worlds; God, of God; Light, of
Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one
substance with the Father; Through whom all things were made:
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, And
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was
made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And
sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again



with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom
shall have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life,
Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who
spake by the Prophets. And | believe one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission
of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Confession and Absolution

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that
truly turn to him.

Come unto me all that labour and are heavy laden, and | will refresh
you. Matthew 11. 28.

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the
end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have eternal
life. John 3. 16.

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.
This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1. 15.

Hear also what Saint John saith.



If anyone sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins: not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2. 1, 2

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. (Silence is kept)

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all
things and judge of all people: We acknowledge and confess our
manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most
grievously have committed, by thought, word and deed, against
thy divine majesty. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily
sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most
merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter
serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory
of thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath
promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance
and true faith turn unto him; have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

And now as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we



forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you
always. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

(no alleluias during Lent)



Welcome to all those visiting us at St. Peter and St. Paul.

We welcome saints, seekers and sinners as we live into a life in Christ,
learning about and from one another as we worship God together. Christ binds
us together in love through our diversity. If you are comfortable, please give
us your name and address so we can add you to our weekly prayer list. We are
looking forward to getting to know you better.

Washrooms are found in the hall, up the stairs, on the right. We leave the hall
unlocked for the entire service and our greeter would be happy to walk over
with you.

Territorial Acknowledgement

We worship on the traditional lands of the L91,<W9139n speaking peoples, who
are the Esquimalt, Songhees and other Nations of the Salish and Coast Salish
Peoples. We, who came from many lands to join the line of those worshipping
here, commit our Church to continue the journey of truth and reconciliation
with our First Nations’ neighbours.



Weekly Cycles of Prayer

In the Worldwide Anglican Communion, we pray for The
Anglican Church of Tanzania; for Ann Germond, our interim
Primate; Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Archbishop; Diocese
of Caledonia, Bishop David Lehmann; and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Canada.

In our diocese, we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna
Greenwood-Lee.

In our region, St Mattias Victoria, The Rev. Collen Lassimer

In our parish we pray for: Sandra Flynn, Pat Fraser, Gail Gill,
Elaine and Al Hay, Betty Hendry, Karen Hogg and Ross Benton, and
Barbara Holt.

In our community we pray for the Neighbourhood House

For the month of April, we pray for those who donate garden and
landscaping skills to the church.
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