
The Anglican Parish of St. Peter and St. Paul 

September 24th 2023 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

  



Words of Welcome (Please stand as clergy enters) 

 

Opening Song Bringing in the Sheaves 
(Knowles Shaw, 1874 Public Domain) 

 

Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness, 

Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve; 

Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 

 

Refrain 

Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves; 

Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 

 

Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows, 

Fearing neither clouds nor winter's chilling breeze; 

By and by the harvest, and the labor ended, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.  Refrain 

 

Going forth with weeping, sowing for the Master, 

Though the loss sustained our spirit often grieves; 

When our weeping's over, He will bid us welcome, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.  Refrain 

 

The Gathering of the Community  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.   

And also with you.  



 

Almighty God,   

to you all hearts are open all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

 

Gloria  

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to people on earth. 

 

Lord God heavenly King, 

Almighty God and Father 

We worship you, we give you thanks 

We praise you for your glory.   

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father 

Lord God, Lamb of God 

You take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father 

Hear our prayer 

 

For you alone are the Holy One 

you alone are the Lord. 

you alone are the most High,   

Jesus Christ. 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory 

Of God the Father. 



 

Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

Lord have mercy  

Christ have mercy   

Lord have mercy 

 

Renewing our commitment 

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and 

respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?” 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Let us pray,  

Blessed are you Creator of all, to you be praise and glory forever.  As 

your dawn renews the face of the earth, bringing light and life to all 

creation, bring hope to your people. May we rejoice in this day you 

have made, open our eyes to behold your presence, and strengthen 

our hands to work for justice for all creation, that the world may 

rejoice together and give you praise.  

Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word  

 

Reading One: Exodus 16:2-15 

 

A reading from the book of Exodus.  

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses 

and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we 



had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by 

the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out 

into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven 

for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for 

that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 

instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 

bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’ So 

Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall 

know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, 

because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what 

are we, that you complain against us?’ And Moses said, ‘When the 

Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 

morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter 

against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but 

against the Lord.’ 

Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the 

Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your 

complaining.” ’ And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of 

the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of 

the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘I 

have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At 

twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your 

fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” ’ 

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the 

morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer 



of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky 

substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, 

they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it 

was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you 

to eat. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 

   make known his deeds among the peoples. 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

   tell of all his wonderful works. 

Glory in his holy name; 

   let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

Seek the Lord and his strength; 

   seek his presence continually. 

Remember the wonderful works he has done, 

   his miracles, and the judgements he has uttered, 

O offspring of his servant Abraham, 

   children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

 

Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold, 

   and there was no one among their tribes who stumbled. 

Egypt was glad when they departed, 

   for dread of them had fallen upon it. 

He spread a cloud for a covering, 

   and fire to give light by night. 



They asked, and he brought quails, 

   and gave them food from heaven in abundance. 

He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 

   it flowed through the desert like a river. 

For he remembered his holy promise, 

   and Abraham, his servant. 

 

So he brought his people out with joy, 

   his chosen ones with singing. 

He gave them the lands of the nations, 

   and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples, 

that they might keep his statutes 

   and observe his laws. 

Praise the Lord! 

 

Reading Two: Philippians 1:21-30 

 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in 

the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which 

I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 

and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is 

more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I 

will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 

faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus 

when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, 

so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about 

you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side 

by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way 



intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 

destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he 

has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having the 

same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn: RHB I Feel the Winds of God Today (tune CP508) 
(Text: Jessie Adams1863-1954, English Melody traditional Public Domain)) 

 

I feel the winds of God today; today my sail I lift,  

though heavy oft with drenching spray and torn with many a rift;  

if hope but light the waters crest, and Christ my bark will use,  

I’ll seek the seas at his behest and brave another cruise.  

 

It is the wind of God that dries my vain regretful tears,   

until with braver thoughts arise, the purer brighter years;  

if cast on shores of selfish ease or pleasure I should be,  

Lord let me feel your freshening breeze and I’ll put back to sea.  

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:1-16 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 



‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with 

the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 

standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go 

into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they 

went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, 

he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others 

standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here 

idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He 

said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, 

the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers 

and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 

first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought 

they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual 

daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the 

landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing 

you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last 

the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 

what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

 

The Gospel of Christ 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Gospel Hymn: RHB I Feel the Winds of God Today (tune CP508) 



(Text: Jessie Adams1863-1954, English Melody traditional Public Domain)) 

 

If ever I forget your love and how that love was shown,  

lift high the blood-red flag above, it bears your name alone.  

Great pilot of my onward way, you will not let me drift  

I feel the winds of God today, today my sail I lift.     

 

Sermon: The Rev. Gail Rodger 

 

Silence is held 

 

The Affirmation of Faith (please stand) 

(Taken from Season of Creation ecumenical service which was adapted from the New 

Zealand Prayer Book) 

 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 

You create our world and give us life. 

Your purpose overarches everything we do. 

You have always been with us. 

You are God. 

 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, 

good beyond all measure. 

You came to us before we came to you. 

You have revealed and proved 

your love for us in Jesus Christ, 

God made flesh, 

who lived and died and rose again. 

You are with us now. 

You are God. 

 



You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 

You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 

You are our God. We worship you. 
 

Tribute  

Each year, September 30 marks the National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation. 

The day honours the children who never returned home and the 

survivors of residential schools, as well as their families and 

communities. Both the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

and Orange Shirt Day take place on September 30. Orange Shirt Day 

is an Indigenous-led grassroots commemorative day intended to 

raise awareness of the individual, family and community inter-

generational impacts of residential schools, and to promote the 

concept of “Every Child Matters”.  The orange shirt is a symbol of 

the stripping away of culture, freedom and self-esteem experienced 

by Indigenous children over generations. 

We pray for healing 

Merciful God, you call us to loving relationship with one another. Be 

with us now as we seek to heal old wounds and find joy again in this 

relationship. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts of flesh. Give us 

the gifts of honesty and openness, and fill us with your healing power 

and grace. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving  



 

Prayers of the People 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

welcoming of sinners and inviting us to table. Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness.  (Silence is kept) 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed,  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbours as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your name.  
 
(Please stand) 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all 

your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you 

in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.  

 

Hymn: CP500 Sister Let Me Be Your Servant (be seated for this hymn) 
(Text and Music Richard Gillard CCLI license)  



  

Sister, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;   

pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.   

   

We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travelers on the road;   

we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.   

   

I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear;   

I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear 

 

I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with 

you.   

I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey 

through.   

   

When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony,   

born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.   

   

Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;   

pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.   

 

Prayer over the Gifts:  

God of power, the glory of your works fills us with wonder and awe. 

Accept our offering this day, and help us to live in peace and 

harmony with all your creation, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer (Please stand) 
(Book of Alternative Services EP4 p201) 

 



The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

It is right to give you thanks and praise, 

O Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe, 

you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this 

fragile earth, our island home; by your will they were created and 

have their being. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 

blessed us with memory, reason, and skill; you made us the stewards 

of creation. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

But we turn against you, and betray your trust; and we turn against 

one another. Again and again you call us to return. Through the 

prophets and sages you reveal your righteous law. In the fullness of 

time you sent your Son, born of a woman, to be our Saviour. He was 



wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities. By his 

death he opened to us the way of freedom and peace. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with those in every generation 

who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, 

in their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who 

on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, 

said the blessing, broke the bread, gave it to his friends, and said, 

“Take this, and eat it: this is my body which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 

 

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup of wine; he gave you 

thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 



Gracious God, we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, we 

proclaim his resurrection and ascension, and we look with 

expectation for his coming as Lord of all the nations. We who have 

been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 

Spirit, now bring you these gifts. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and 

upon this offering of your Church, that we who eat and drink at this 

holy table may share the divine life of Christ our Lord. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new 

creation. Gather your Church together from the ends of the earth into 

your kingdom, where peace and justice are revealed, that we, with all 

your people, of every language, race, and nation, may share the 

banquet you have promised; through Christ, with Christ, and in 

Christ, all honour and glory are yours, creator of all. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Stand, Sit or kneel as your custom) 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today 

our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen.   

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat, whose many 

grains have been gathered and made into this one bread 



So may your faithful be gathered from the ends of the earth in 

your kingdom.   

 

The table of love is offered for all people.  It is Christ who invites us 

to meet love incarnate here, and all are welcome.   

 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thank be to God. 

 

The Communion 
(Communion will be offered from a standing position in front of the choir pews. It is the belief within the 
Anglican Church that receiving in one kind is considered full communion. The chalice may be taken, the 
base touched in acknowledgement or passed by (one element taken) however intinction – dipping of the 
wafer into the cup - is not permitted). 

 

Prayer after Communion (please stand) 

Let us pray, 

God of the universe, all creation yearns for its fulfilment in your 

love. May we who have shared in holy things grow into mature love 

through the love of your son Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Glory to God,  

whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine.  

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his son Jesus 



Christ our Lord; And the blessing of God Almighty, Creator-Father, 

Redeemer-Son and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you 

always.  Amen. 

 

Musical Sending This Little Light of Mine   
(public domain)  

  

This little light of mine. I’m gonna let it shine  

This little light of mine. I’m gonna let it shine  

This little light of mine. I’m gonna let it shine  

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine  

  

I’ve got the light of grace, I’m gonna let it shine  

I’ve got the light of grace, I’m gonna let it shine  

I’ve got the light of grace, I’m gonna let it shine  

Let is shine, let it shine, let it shine.   

  

I’ve got the light of love, I’m gonna let it shine  

I’ve got the light of love, I’m gonna let it shine  

I’ve got the light of love, I’m gonna let it shine  

Let is shine, let it shine, let it shine.   

  

This little light of mine. I’m gonna let it shine  

This little light of mine. I’m gonna let it shine  

This little light of mine. I’m gonna let it shine  

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine  

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!    



Update on the Operational Appeal Letter mailed July 10 2023 

On the Parish roll 68; Average Sunday attendance 40 
 

The goal was $10,000 (50 people donating $200 each) 
Realized was $3,500  

 
Bank Balance at August 31 2023 

$2,773 Operational cash 
$4,000 Borrowed from Building Fund 

 

$6,773 Cash in operating account (this includes the realized amount) 

Weekly Cycles of Prayer 

Worldwide and in Canada, we pray for our own Anglican Church of Canada and the 

Indigenous Anglican Church of Canada; for Bishop Linda Nicholls, our Primate; Bishop 

Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Archbishop; Diocese of Montreal, Bishop Mary 

Irwin-Gibson; and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada. 

In our diocese we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna Greenwood-Lee and Saint 

George the Martyr, Cadboro Bay The Rev. Christine Conkin.  

In our region we pray for St Philip Oak Bay, The Rev. Allan Doersken. 

In our parish we pray for: Doug and Bev Bowen; Cathy Carphin; Wendy Clapp; Noel 

and Marina Crawford; Tom Daggett and Annie Kung; Michael and Lynda Delaney. 

In our community Neighbourhood House and those who are marginalized in our 

society. 

For the month of September we pray for our upcoming autumn food drive. 

 

Territorial Acknowledgement  

We worship on the traditional lands of the Lək̓ʷəŋən speaking peoples, who are the 

Esquimalt, Songhees and other Nations of the Salish and Coast Salish Peoples.  We, who 

came from many lands to join the line of those worshipping here, commit our Church to 

continue the journey of truth and reconciliation with our First Nations’ neighbours.  
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