The Anglican Parish of St. Peter and St. Paul
September 10" 2023
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Season of Creation 2023



Words of Welcome

The Gathering of the Community

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to people on earth.

Lord God heavenly King,

Almighty God and Father

We worship you, we give you thanks
We praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father
Lord God, Lamb of God

You take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father
Hear our prayer



For you alone are the Holy One
you alone are the Lord.

you alone are the most High,
Jesus Christ.

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory
Of God the Father.

Amen.

Kyrie
Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy

Lord have mercy

Renewing our commitment

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and
respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?”

I will, with God’s help.

Let us pray,

Blessed are you Creator of all, to you be praise and glory forever. As
your dawn renews the face of the earth, bringing light and life to all
creation, bring hope to your people. May we rejoice in this day you
have made, open our eyes to behold your presence, and strengthen
our hands to work for justice for all creation, that the world may

rejoice together and give you praise.
Amen.



The Proclamation of the Word

Reading One: Exodus 3:1-15

A reading from the book of Exodus.

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that
on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a
lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb
shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of
it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may
take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation
of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in
which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall
eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over
the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning
you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For | will pass through the
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt | will execute judgements: | am the Lord. The blood shall be a
sign for you on the houses where you live: when | see the blood, |



will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the
land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 149
Praise the Lord!
Sing to the Lord a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Let Israel be glad in its Maker;
let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.
Let them praise his name with dancing,
making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people;
he adorns the humble with victory.
Let the faithful exult in glory;
let them sing for joy on their couches.
Let the high praises of God be in their throats
and two-edged swords in their hands,
to execute vengeance on the nations
and punishment on the peoples,
to bind their kings with fetters
and their nobles with chains of iron,
to execute on them the judgement decreed.
This is glory for all his faithful ones.
Praise the Lord!



Reading Two: Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal;
You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in
this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no wrong to
a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling
and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:15-20

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ



‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by
the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even
to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-
collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in

heaven. Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among
them.’

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon: The Rev. Gail Rodger
Silence is held

The Affirmation of Faith (please stand)
(Taken from Season of Creation ecumenical service which was adapted from the New
Zealand Prayer Book)

You, O God, are supreme and holy.

You create our world and give us life.

Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.

You are God.



You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.

You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved

your love for us in Jesus Christ,

God made flesh,

who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.

You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.

You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We worship you.

Announcements

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Prayers of the People

Confession and Absolution

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
welcoming of sinners and inviting us to table. Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness. (Silence is kept)

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed,



by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbours as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us,

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your name.

(Please stand)

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all
your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you
in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The table is set.

Prayer over the Gifts:

Great and holy God, accept our offering of labour and love. May we
bring you true and spiritual worship and be one with you. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer (Please stand)
(Book of Alternative Services EP4 p201)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to give you thanks and praise,

O Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe,
you are worthy of glory and praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of
Interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this
fragile earth, our island home; by your will they were created and
have their being.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and
blessed us with memory, reason, and skill; you made us the stewards
of creation.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

But we turn against you, and betray your trust; and we turn against
one another. Again and again you call us to return. Through the
prophets and sages you reveal your righteous law. In the fullness of
time you sent your Son, born of a woman, to be our Saviour. He was
wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities. By his
death he opened to us the way of freedom and peace.

Glory to you for ever and ever.



Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with those in every generation
who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory,
in their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who
on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread,
said the blessing, broke the bread, gave it to his friends, and said,
“Take this, and eat it: this is my body which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup of wine; he gave you
thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Glory to you for ever and ever.

Gracious God, we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, we
proclaim his resurrection and ascension, and we look with
expectation for his coming as Lord of all the nations. We who have
been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the
Spirit, now bring you these gifts. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and



upon this offering of your Church, that we who eat and drink at this
holy table may share the divine life of Christ our Lord.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new
creation. Gather your Church together from the ends of the earth into
your kingdom, where peace and justice are revealed, that we, with all
your people, of every language, race, and nation, may share the
banquet you have promised; through Christ, with Christ, and in
Christ, all honour and glory are yours, creator of all.

Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat, whose many
grains have been gathered and made into this one bread

So may your faithful be gathered from the ends of the earth in
your kingdom.

The table of love is offered for all people. It is Christ who invites us
to meet love incarnate here, and all are welcome.



The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thank be to God.

Communion is offered.

Prayer after Communion (please stand)

Let us pray,

Great Creator, your word and sacrament give us food and life. May
we who have shared in holy things bear fruit to your honour and
glory, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

Doxology
Glory to God,

whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and
in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his son Jesus
Christ our Lord; And the blessing of God Almighty, Creator-Father,
Redeemer-Son and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Weekly Cycles of Prayer

Worldwide and in Canada, we pray for The Anglican Church of Brazil; for
Bishop Linda Nicholls, our Primate; Bishop Chris Harper, the National
Indigenous Archbishop; Diocese of Kootenay, Bishop Lynne McNaughton;
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.

In our diocese we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna Greenwood-
Lee and St. John the Baptist, South Cowichan and The Rev. John Steele.

In our region we pray for St Mary the Virgin, Oak Bay, The Venerable
Craig Hiebert and The Rev. Dyan Davison.

In our parish we pray for: Adora and Bob Waters; Lynda Weller; Sharon
Wickware; Max Wideman; Pam Worthington and Marilynn Mincey; Cindy
Young-Bourgeois.

In our community the Rainbow Kitchen, and those who are hungry in our
society.

For the month of September we pray for our upcoming autumn food drive.

Territorial Acknowledgement
We worship on the traditional lands of the Lok“anan speaking peoples, who
are the Esquimalt, Songhees and other Nations of the Salish and Coast Salish
Peoples. We, who came from many lands to join the line of those
worshipping here, commit our Church to continue the journey of truth and
reconciliation with our First Nations’ neighbours.
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