
The Anglican Parish of St. Peter and St. Paul 

March 26th 2023 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

“Nourishing Faith and Community”  



Prelude 

 

Words of Welcome (Please stand as clergy enters) 

 

Musical opening VU 296 This is God’s Wonderous World  
(Text Malthie Davenport Babcock 1901 Eng. traditional; adapt Stanley Oliver 1929 public domain)) 

 

This is God’s wondrous world, and to my listening ears  
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.  
This is God’s wondrous world; I rest me in the thought of rocks and 

trees, of skies and seas, God’s hand the wonders wrought.  
  
This is God’s wondrous world, the birds their carols raise;  
the morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.  
This is God’s wondrous world: God shines in all that’s fair;  
In the rustling grass or mountain pass, God’s voice speaks to me 

everywhere.  
  
This is God’s wondrous world: O let me ne’er forget that though the 

wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.  
This is God’s wondrous world: why should my heart be sad!  
Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: God reigns, let earth be glad!  
 

The Gathering of the Community  

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.   

And with thy spirit.  

 

Almighty God,   



unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 

and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one 

Lord; and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. 

This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto 

it:  Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our 

hearts, we beseech thee. 

 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

Christ have mercy upon us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

 

Let us pray,  

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 

and death. Breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we 

may be raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word  

 

Reading One: Ezekiel 37:1-14 



 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.  

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying 

in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can 

these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said 

to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 

the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 

you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 

and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 

am the Lord.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 

had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 

breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 

says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 

from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 

of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 



graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 

own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 

act, says the Lord.’ 

 

Here ends the reading.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 130 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  

Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 

 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 

Lord, who could stand? 

But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 

 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  

my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the 

morning, 

more than those who watch for the morning. 

 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great 

power to redeem. 

It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 



As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.   

 

Reading Two: Romans 8:6-11 

 

A reading from the Epistle to the Romans.  

 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. For this reason, the mind that is set on the 

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 

does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 

dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Here ends the reading.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn CP 397 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
(Music and text: Text: Rusty Edwards (1955- ).  Music: A Repository of Sacred Music (Harrisburg 1813) © 1987 Hope 

Publishing Co.  One license) 

 

Praise the one who breaks the darkness with a liberating light.  
Praise the one who frees the prisoners, turning blindness into sight.  
Praise the one who preached the gospel healing every dread disease,  
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.  



  
Praise the one who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle 

word.  
Praise the one who drove out the demons with a piercing two-edged 

sword.  
Praise the one who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand.  
From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land.  
  
 

Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory be to thee O Lord. 

 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 

perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 

ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is 

ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and 

her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea 

again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now 

trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, 



‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 

day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those 

who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After 

saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 

am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if 

he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 

merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For 

your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let 

us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-

disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 

miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha 

said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask 

of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said 

to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 

and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to 

him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 

the one coming into the world.’ 

 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 

and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for 

you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 



him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 

place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 

followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 

knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 

Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 

spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They 

said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews 

said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?’ 

 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there 

is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to 

her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory 

of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and 

said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 

standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he 

had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The 

dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 

and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, 

and let him go.’ 

 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 

what Jesus did, believed in him. 



 

The Gospel of Christ 

Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 

Gospel Hymn CP 397 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
(Music and text: Text: Rusty Edwards (1955- ).  Music: A Repository of Sacred Music (Harrisburg 1813) © 1987 Hope 

Publishing Co.  One license) 

 

Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ who suffered in our place.  
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace.  
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done.  
Praise the one redeeming glory, praise the One who makes us one.  
 

Sermon: The Rev. Gail Rodger 

 

Musical Moment for Reflection 
 

The Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth,  

And of all things visible and invisible:  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

Begotten of the Father before all worlds; God, of God; Light, of 

Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one 

substance with the Father; Through whom all things were made: 

Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, And 

was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was 

made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again 



according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And 

sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again 

with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom 

shall have no end.  

 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life, 

Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who 

spake by the Prophets. And I believe one, holy, catholic, and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission 

of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that 

truly turn to him.  

 

Come unto me all that labour and are heavy laden, and I will refresh 

you.  Matthew 11. 28.  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the 

end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have eternal 

life. John 3. 16.  

 

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.  

This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1. 15.  



 

Hear also what Saint John saith. 

If anyone sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins: not for ours only, 

but also for the sins of the whole world.  1 John 2. 1, 2. 

 

Let us humble confess our sins to Almighty God. (Silence is kept) 

 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 

things and judge of all people: We acknowledge and confess our 

manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most 

grievously have committed, by thought, word and deed, against 

thy divine majesty. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily 

sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most 

merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter 

serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory 

of thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

(Please stand) 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 

promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance 

and true faith turn unto him; have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 



Hymn CP 73 One Bread One Body (please be seated for this hymn) 
(Text and music: John B. Foley, SJ New Dawn Music Oregon Catholic Press One License ) 

 

Refrain:  

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 

one cup of blessing which we bless-and 

we, though many, through-out the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord. 

 

Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 

woman or man, no more. Refrain 

 

Many the gifts, many the works, 

one in the Lord of all. Refrain 

 

Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 

gathered to one for all. Refrain 

 

Prayer over the Gifts:  

 

Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel, for ever and ever. All that is in 

the heaven and in the earth is thine.  

All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 

Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer (Please stand) 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And with thy spirit 

 



Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up unto the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  

It is meet and right so to do.  

 

It is meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 

Everlasting God, Creator and Preserver of all things. Who has bidden 

us, thy faithful people, to cleanse our hearts and to prepare with joy 

for the paschal feast, that renewed by your gift of forgiving love and 

the eucharistic mystery, we may be more fervent in prayer and more 

generous in works of love.  

 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 

heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name; evermore praising 

thee and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,  

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  

Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  

 

Blessed is the one that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Blessing and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee almighty God, our 

heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son 

Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 

cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of 

himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 



and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, 

and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 

memorial of that his precious death, until his coming again.  

 

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant 

that we receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to 

thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance 

of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body 

and blood;  

 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread; and, when 

he had given thanks, he brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: Do this in 

remembrance of me.  

 

Likewise after supper he took the cup; and, when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 

remembrance of me.  

 

Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble 

servants, with all thy holy Church, remembering the precious death 

of thy beloved Son, his mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming again in glory, do make before thee, in 

this sacrament of the holy bread of eternal life and cup of everlasting 

salvation, the memorial which he hath commanded: 

 

We praise thee, we bless thee, we thank thee, and we pray to thee, 

Lord our God. 



 

And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this 

our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching 

thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, 

and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church may 

obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion; 

And we pray that by the power of thy Holy Spirit, all we who are 

partakers of this holy communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and 

heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and 

with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be 

unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  Amen. 

 

And now as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 

mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 

under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is 

always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 

eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 

that we may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

 



The table of love is offered for all people.  It is Christ who invites us 

to meet love incarnate here, and all are welcome.   

 

Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us.  

Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us.  

Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world,  

grant us thy peace.  

 

The Communion 

Instrumental musical selections during communion 

 

Prayer after Communion (please stand) 

 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee that thou 

dost graciously feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual 

food of the most precious body and blood of thy Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ; Assuring us thereby of thy favour and goodness 

towards us; And that we are living members of his mystical Body, 

which is the blessed company of all faithful people; And are also 

heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom.  

 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our 

souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice 

unto thee. And although we are unworthy, yet we beseech thee to 

accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our 

merits, but pardoning our offences; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and 

glory, world without end. Amen. 



 

The Blessing  

 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you 

always. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn RHB 106 Lord of the Dance 
(Text and Music Daniel Schutte, 1979 New Dawn Music One License) 

 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun,  

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,  

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth:  

at Bethlehem I had my birth.  

  

Refrain 

Dance, then, wherever you may be,  

I am the Lord of the dance, said he,  

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,  

and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.  

  

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,  

but they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me;  

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;  

they came with me and the dance went on: Refrain  

  

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame:  

the holy people said it was a shame.  



they whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,  

and they left me there on a cross to die: Refrain  

  

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;  

it's hard to dance with the devil on your back.  

they buried my body and they thought I'd gone;  

but I am the dance, and I still go on: Refrain  

 

Dismissal 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen.  

(no alleluias during Lent) 

 

Postlude 

 
Weekly Cycles of Prayer   

We pray for the Church of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion); for Linda 

Nicholls, our Primate; Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Diocese of Moosonee, 

Bishop Anne Germond; and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.   

In our diocese, we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna Greenwood-Lee; Parish of 

Salt Spring Island, The Rev. Gyllian Davies. 

In our region, we pray for Two Saints, The Rev Dr. Adela Torchia. 

In our parish we pray for: Tom Daggett and Annie Kung; Ruth D'Hollander; John and 

Bridget Ducker; and Patrick Dunae. 

In our community we pray St. John the Divine Food Bank and those whose illness is 

addiction in our society. 

For the month of March, we pray for our Soapy Sundries Drive.  
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